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Corneal Sequestrum
Corneal sequestration is a serious disease of the cat cornea.  The cornea is the transparent outermost layer of the eyeball. A sequestrum appears as a focal area of dark brown to black necrotic (dead) material on/in the cornea.  The cause is unknown; however, feline herpesvirus is suspected.  Corneal sequestration causes discomfort and decreases vision.  It may occur in any breed of cat but is seen mostly in the Persian, Himalayan, and Siamese breeds.

Important Points in Treatment

1. Treatment includes preventing secondary infection, enhancing lubrication, and often surgery.  Some cases do not require surgery but respond to intense lubrication.  If the condition worsens or the cornea does not heal, surgery is recommended.  

2. If surgery is recommended, the type of surgery performed depends on the size and depth of the sequestrum. The goal of surgery is to remove the sequestrum and to reinforce the cornea if necessary. One of the following techniques is typically performed:

Superficial keratectomy

Keratoplasty combined with conjunctival graft and/or a corneal graft

Corneoconjunctival transposition

3. After healing, a scar will remain.  The size and density of the scar is variable.  The sequestrum can recur with either surgical or medical treatment, however, the risk of recurrence is lower with surgery.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· You are unable to apply the prescribed medication.

· Your pet shows signs of discomfort by severe squinting or rubbing the eye.

· The eye becomes inflamed and shows increased redness with mucus.

· There is loss of any sutures (if they are used).
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