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Enucleation

(Eye Removal)

Enucleation is an effective treatment for disease conditions of the eye that threaten your pet’s sight, health or quality of life (comfort). Enucleation involves removal of the entire eye, including the eyelids, eyelashes and glands of the eye. The remaining margins are then permanently sutured together, so your pet will have the permanent appearance of “winking" at you. Muscles will remain around the eye, so the pet does not lose normal facial expression.
The enucleation procedure is brief. It is performed under general anesthesia lasting about 30 minutes. At MedVet, the ophthalmologists may use a CO2 laser to perform the surgery. This instrument eliminates the need for a typical scalpel and results in shorter anesthesia time, less bleeding and faster healing. Enucleation is an outpatient procedure, with most patients able to go home within a few hours after the surgery is completed. Recovery from this procedure is quick and most patients are back to their normal activities within 24-48 hours. Postoperative care includes incision care and pain medication. Stitches at the incision may need removal 10-14 days after the surgery.
All anesthesia at MedVet is performed by our anesthesia department, a dedicated group guided by a board certified anesthesiologist. The anesthesia department assures safe, gentle anesthesia that helps facilitate a smooth and pain-free recovery. Additionally, nerve blocks may be performed for advanced pain control. The anesthesia department uses state-of-the-art anesthetic agents and monitoring equipment that help limit anesthetic risks for your pet.
Important Points to Remember

1. Animals adjust VERY WELL to single-eyed vision (and even complete blindness!)

2. Prior to any surgical procedure, blood tests are performed to determine if any risk factors exist prior to anesthesia.  Medications are given after surgery to reduce discomfort and help prevent a secondary infection.  Swelling may occur at the surgical site, and then diminish as each day passes.  Warm compresses also help diminish swelling and enhance comfort and healing.  An Elizabethan collar (E-collar) may be required to prevent your pet from injuring itself.

3. The eye may be submitted for histopathologic (microscopic) evaluation.  Depending on the outcome, further tests may be recommended for your pet to prolong their life, especially if cancer is detected.
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