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Nodular Granulomatous Episcleritis
The sclera is the white, outer covering of the eyeball.  The outer thin layer of the sclera is called the episclera.  Episcleritis is an inflammation of the episclera.  It may appear as a small, immovable lump or nodule around the outside margin of the clear cornea.  It can also appear as a generalized swelling around the outside corneal margin.

The cause of episcleritis is believed to be a complex immune/allergic reaction.  If the reaction is severe enough, small blood vessels may grow into the cornea and cause it to become cloudy.

Episcleritis is significant because not only does it resemble a tumor, but it can affect vision.  Even though episcleritis rarely causes permanent damage to the eye, it can be irritating to the patient.

Important Points of Treatment

1. A thorough eye examination is essential before treatment.  A biopsy may be recommended to determine if any cancerous tissue is present.

2. Because this is an immune mediated disease, most dogs require lifelong eyedrops and sometimes oral medication to control the disease.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· The disorder remains the same or worsens.

· The eye appears painful or irritating to your pet.

· You cannot apply the prescribed medication.
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