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Everted Cartilage of the Third Eyelid
Third eyelid eversion refers to the outward scrolling of the third eyelid cartilage.  This results in exposure of the more sensitive inner surface of the third eyelid to the outside elements.  The third eyelid lies directly behind the outer eyelids and can be advanced over the eye whenever the eyeball is irritated or painful.  Its purpose is to protect the eye without completely closing the outer eyelids.  In some cases, if the third eyelid is slightly everted or outwardly scrolled, no correction may be necessary. However, if its inner surface appears reddened and swollen, surgical correction would be required to relieve your pet’s discomfort.  Third eyelid eversion may occur in one or both eyes but both eyes may not be affected at the same time.  

Important Points of Treatment

1. A general anesthetic and surgery is required to repair the condition.  Surgical techniques include either excising the bent or everted portion of the cartilage, or using cautery to heat the cartilage and then bend it back into normal position.

2. Oral and topical medications and an Elizabethan collar (e collar) are used postoperatively.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· Your pet continually shows signs of discomfort (example: squinting).

· You cannot apply the medication (s) as directed.

· Any sudden changes that cause you to be concerned.
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