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Exposure Keratopathy Syndrome

General Information

The transparent front portion of the eyeball is called the cornea and serves as the “window” of the eye through which light enters the eyeball.  Without transparency, there would be no vision.  Corneal transparency depends on maintaining healthy inner and outer corneal layers, adequate corneal lubrication by tears, and protection by the eyelids against hair and other outside irritants, including drying.  Excessive drying is a serious form of corneal irritation. 

This condition occurs more often in the small, flat-nosed breeds of dogs and cats with shallow orbits.  Exposure keratopathy may also result from enlarged globes from earlier glaucoma. 

The act of blinking serves to spread tears and lubricate the cornea.  Dogs and cats blink from 3 to 15 times per minute.  Pets with protruding eyes may blink even less.  When they do blink, often the eyelid closure is incomplete because the upper and lower lid margins fail to touch.  In the absence of normal blinking or due to the inability to completely close the eyes during sleep, the cornea dries.  Drying or other forms of irritation lead to loss of transparency or other serious corneal diseases, such as ulceration and possible perforation. 

Important Points in Treatment
1. The objective of treatment is to protect the sensitive cornea from further damage and to help the eyelids perform their job more effectively.  In most cases the eyelid openings are reduced by a surgical procedure termed reduction of the palpebral (eyelid) fissure (opening).

2. If the corneal exposure is less severe, increased lubrication to reduce the irritation may be adequate.  Sometimes a combination of surgery and lubrication is required.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur
· You are unable to apply the prescribed medication.

· Heavy mucus production is evident
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