[image: image1.png]s MEDVET

Leading Specialty Healthcare for Pets





Glaucoma
Glaucoma is a disease in which pressure within the eyeball increases to dangerous, painful levels.  It is one of the most common causes of blindness in dogs and cats.  Maintenance of normal pressure within the eye depends on a delicate balance between production and escape of internal eye fluid (aqueous humor).  If fluid flow is blocked, internal eye pressure may rise to dangerous levels (glaucoma) that can permanently destroy the retina if not caught immediately and injure other vital structures of the eye.  The eyeball may become enlarged if glaucoma persists over a long enough time.

Causes of glaucoma include:

· blockage of the drainage passage due to birth defects (likely inherited)

· inflammatory conditions

· injuries

· tumors, cancer

· blockage of the pupil

· lens disorders

Important Points of Treatment

1. Treatment is to reduce the pressure and relieve pain.  Vision may be permanently destroyed WITHIN HOURS if the internal eye pressure is high enough.  Treatment is complex and may require hospitalization.

2. Medication for glaucoma is LIFE LONG.  It is a disease we CANNOT CURE, only control.  Medication alone often does not control glaucoma over time, and other procedures may be needed to save vision or reduce pain.

3. If primary glaucoma (not from injury, infection, inflammation, or tumors) occurs in one eye, chances are increased that it will occur in the opposite eye. The doctor will likely prescribe medication for the other eye, in hopes of decreasing the chance that glaucoma will occur, and/or prolonging the time until onset.  One should be alert for early signs of glaucoma in the other eye.

4. Eye pressures should be monitored periodically according to your pet’s needs and response to treatment.

Notify the Doctor Immediately if Any of the Following Occur

· You are unable to administer the prescribed medications.

· Your pet shows continued signs of pain or discomfort.

· Your pet shows depression, loss of appetite or weight, or the eye(s) worsen

· A sudden change is noted in either eye, such as vision loss, persistently dilated pupil, hazy cornea, or “bloodshot” eye.  All of these signs may or may not be present at the same time.

· You begin to run out of medications and do not feel as though you have enough to continue treatment until the next examination, as you should not skip treatments because this could allow a pressure rise.
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