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Horner’s Syndrome
Horner’s syndrome is a medical condition in which there is loss of the sympathetic nerve supply to the eye and eyelids.  The clinical signs of Horner’s Syndrome include:
	Enophthalmos (sunken eye)
	Miosis (small pupil)

	Third Eyelid Elevation
	Ptosis (upper eyelid drooping)


In animals, Horner’s Syndrome can be caused by a number of diseases. Commonly, it is secondary to inner ear disease, diabetes mellitus or hypothyroidism, or “idiopathic” meaning that the nerve between the ear and the eye is affected and no underlying cause can be found.

During your examination, the doctor will administer an eye medication to determine the location of nerve irritation along its course from the brain to the eye.  Depending on your pet’s response to the Horner’s test, and in order to determine what may be causing Horner’s Syndrome in your pet, the doctor may recommend the following:

· Diagnostic blood work

· Ear examination, including the ear drum

· Neurologic evaluation

Important Points of Treatment

1. Horner’s syndrome alone is not a painful condition and does not cause vision abnormalities.

2. The clinical signs may resolve, but it can take several months for complete resolution.

3. If other neurologic deficits arise (using limbs improperly, seizures, muscle loss), then your pet should be evaluated by a neurologist.

4. If there is no improvement over a few months, your pet should be reevaluated.
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