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Nictitans Gland Protrusion

(Third Eyelid Gland Protrusion) 

“Cherry Eye”
The third eyelid (membrane nictitans) lies between the lower eyelid and the eyeball at the inside corner of each eye.  Its purpose is to protect the eye and help contain and spread tears over the sensitive front portion (cornea) of the eye.  The third eyelid also contains tear-producing glands that contribute to the tear film.

The gland of the third eyelid lies within the substance of the third eyelid.  The gland is “wrapped” around the end of the vertical stem of cartilage and is anchored by a discrete attachment.  Occasionally the gland’s attachment releases and, with the addition of a subtle “kink” in the cartilaginous stem, “springs” upward over the rim of the third eyelid.  Because it appears as a reddish tumor or a “cherry,” it has been nicknamed “cherry eye”.  The sensitive mucous membrane is exposed to the outside as a result, and the area becomes very irritated.  The condition is noted in some breeds of dogs more than in others, although it may occur in any breed.  Some can pop down by themselves, but usually reoccur.

Important Points of Treatment

1. Medication: Medication alone seldom remedies the problem and surgical repair becomes necessary.  Studies have shown that it is in the best interest of the patient to salvage the gland if at all possible, but there are circumstances in which removal or partial removal is acceptable.

2. Surgery: Pocket imbrication is the recommended surgery to replace the gland.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· You are unable to apply the prescribed medication.

· Your pet shows signs of continued discomfort.

· Your pet has yellow/green ocular discharge
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