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Pigmentary Keratitis
Pigmentary keratitis refers to accumulation of pigment within corneal tissues.  The cornea is the transparent front portion or “window” of the eyeball through which light enters.  The transparent cornea normally is without blood vessels and pigment; only in disease do these appear.  Pigment invades the cornea because of irritation from any source, including lack of normal tear production, injuries, self-allergies (called immune-mediated disorders), genetic disorders, and abnormal corneal exposure.  It is more common in dogs but can also occur in cats.
Generally, the pigment that accumulates remains unless removed through surgical means.  Unless the underlying cause is eliminated, surgical removal of the pigment is of no use because the pigment will return.  Some drugs used for dry eye will diminish or thin the pigment field to some degree.  Added lubrication will help reduce increased pigment formation in many instances, but in some cases it will not.  If pronounced globe exposure is the cause of pigment formation, reducing the palpebral fissure (the space created by the eyelid margins) will help reduce added pigment deposition.  Genetic disorders are usually the most difficult to overcome.  Topical medications like Tacrolimus or Cyclosporine can sometimes decrease the pigment or slow new pigment formation.
Important Points of Treatment

1. A thorough eye examination can help identify the cause.

2. Try to reduce exposure of your pet’s eyes to irritants.  These may include smoke, fumes, dust from any source, self-trauma, eyelashes, or irritating hair located around the eyes.

3. Surgical procedures that enhance eye protection may be required.

4. Added corneal lubrication generally reduces further damage.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· You cannot apply the prescribed medication.

· Your pet appears to be uncomfortable.

· Your pet appears to be blind, as your pet may have additional ocular problems like cataracts or retinal disease.
[image: image1.png]