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Silicone Ocular Implant / Intrascleral Prosthesis
The insertion of prosthesis into the eye is an alternative to surgical removal of a blind or painful eye.  The advantages include retention of most eye tissue, reduction in the size of the globe with time, and restored comfort.  The implant resembles a small ball and is placed within the eyeball after all of the inner eyeball structures (iris, lens, retina, etc.) have been removed... The shell of the eye (sclera and cornea), and muscles that move the eyeball remain intact, allowing the eye to move in harmony with the opposite normal eye.  This is not to be confused with a “glass eye” in humans.

Important Points of Treatment

1. This is merely a cosmetic option, rather than eye removal (enucleation).  If you would rather “be done” with eye treatments, then this is not likely a good option for you.

2. Prior to any surgical procedure, blood tests are performed to determine if any risk factors exist prior to anesthesia.  Medications are given after surgery to reduce discomfort and help prevent secondary infection.  Swelling may occur around the eye after surgery, and then diminish as each day passes.  Artificial tears for corneal lubrication enhance comfort and healing.  Warm compresses also help diminish swelling and enhance comfort and healing. An e-collar (Elizabethan collar) is required to prevent your pet from injuring itself.

3. The cornea may remain clear only if it was clear before surgery.  It may retain the same opacity or discoloration as before surgery. The cornea’s appearance may change with time.  There is a time period where the cornea becomes very red as blood vessels invade into it to allow healing to occur.  The cornea usually appears tan or sometimes pink with time (months).  Occasionally, the cornea will pigment, which results in a very cosmetic outcome. 

4. Although it seldom occurs, the implant could be rejected by the body or the implanted eye may be injured.  This would necessitate further medical or surgical treatment or eye removal.

5. Because the cornea and sclera remain, there is the possibility of your pet developing diseases of these structures, emphasizing the importance of regular rechecks with your primary veterinarian or veterinary ophthalmologist. 

Notify the Doctor Immediately if Any of the Following Occur
· You are unable to administer the prescribed medications.
· Your pet shows continued signs of pain or discomfort.

· Your pet shows depression, loss of appetite or weight.

· You begin to run out of medications and do not feel as though you have enough to continue treatment until the next examination
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