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Uveal Cyst
A uveal cyst is an abnormal sac that forms within the eyeball, either on the back of the iris or on the ciliary body.  Uveal cysts are considered to be caused by degeneration of the cells from which they are produced.  The cyst may be filled with gas, fluid, or both.  After the cyst forms, it may detach from its narrow base.  It then drifts within the fluid environment like a tiny hot-air balloon from behind the iris, through the pupil, and into the front (anterior) chamber of the eyeball.  Gravity may cause it to settle to the floor of the anterior chamber.  The cyst may or may not lose its round appearance.  There may be only one cyst or several clumped together that resemble a bunch of grapes.  If there is more than one, they may be different sizes.  Uveal cyst(s) may form in one or both eyes.

A uveal cyst is almost transparent at first, but as time goes on, it appears to darken with pigment.  Sometimes it darkens to the degree that it appears as a solid dark brown or black mass that resembles the tumor called melanoma.  Close examination with special eye instruments can usually reveal the difference between a cyst and a tumor.  It is very important that this distinction be made so that the eye is not unnecessarily removed.

Important Points of Treatment

1. A uveal cyst causes little or no noticeable interference with normal vision.

2. Uveal cysts are not painful.

3. Treatment is generally not required, but, if need be, the cyst can be surgically deflated or removed.

Notify the Doctor Immediately if Any of the Following Occur

· Your pet shows continued signs of pain or discomfort.

· You note a sudden change in the appearance of the eye(s).
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