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Uveitis in Cats
Uveitis refers to inflammation of the uveal tract.  The uveal tract includes three structures: the iris, ciliary body, and choroid, which together contain the major blood vessels within the eye.  The uveal tract can react to many disorders that originate within the eye and elsewhere in the body. 

The following are descriptions of uveitis according to the specific part of the uveal tract affected. 

1. Anterior uveitis or iridocyclitis:  Inflammation of the iris and ciliary body.

2. Posterior uveitis or choroiditis:  Inflammation of the choroid.

3. Uveitis or panuveitis:  Inflammation of the entire uveal tract.

The appearance or outward signs of uveitis caused by different conditions can be similar.  Uveitis may be mild and temporary or severe, leading to glaucoma or blindness.  It may occur in one or both eyes and the signs may not necessarily appear in each eye at the same time.  The causes of uveitis are identified through a process of elimination by examination, special tests, and drug response.  Sometimes, the cause is never discovered even though treatment may be successful. Causes range from mild disorders to life threatening or fatal diseases.  

Specific causes of uveitis are, but not limited to:
· Feline leukemia virus (FeLV) infection:  Due to inflammation and/or tumor development that accompanies the disease.

· Feline infectious peritonitis (FIP):  Due to the corona virus.

· Feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV, a.ka. feline AIDS) infection:  Caused by a lentivirus. 
· People cannot be infected by FeLV, FIV or FIP

· Toxoplasmosis:  Caused by a protozoan parasite and may infect people.

· Bartonellosis: Caused by bacteria and may infect people.

· Fungal infection: Caused by Blastomycoses, Cryptococcus, Coccidioides and Histoplasma. These fungi may also infect people, but it is uncommon to contract them from infected cats.  

· Others: Caused by injuries, migrating larval stages of intestinal parasites, cancer, and unknown causes.

Important Point of Treatment

Laboratory tests are important in identifying the cause.  A positive test may require retesting to determine if the current antibody level indicates past exposure or if an active disease is present.  It is important to know this for effective management of your pet’s illness and in some cases, for your own safety.

Notify the Doctor if Any of the Following Occur

· You are unable to administer the prescribed medications.

· Your pet shows continued signs of pain or discomfort.

· Your pet shows depression, loss of appetite or weight, or the eye(s) worsen.

· You begin to run out of medications and do not feel as though you have enough o continue treatment until the next examination.
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