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Uveodermatologic Syndrome

(VKH-like Syndrome)
Uveodermatologic syndrome is an immune mediated disease.  It is a complex allergic type reaction in which the body attacks its own pigmented cells within the eye.  There is a similar syndrome in humans known a Vogt-Koyanagi-Harda (VKH).  It can occur in any breed, but Shetland Sheepdogs, Akitas, Samoyeds and Huskies are predisposed.

Uveodermatologic syndrome can cause abnormalities in both the eye and/or the skin.  Often times, dogs will have depigmentation of the nose and areas around the mouth or eyes.  IF the skin is involved, control of the disease will result in repigmentation.  The eye will display severe inflammation when affected.  Even with effective control of this disease, it often progresses to glaucoma, and/or cataracts. 

Important Points in Treatment

1. There is no cure for this disease, only control is possible with life-long medications.  Even with effective control, your pet will need to be closely monitored for recurrence and has a poor long-term prognosis for vision retention.

2. It is painful when not controlled and can quickly progress to blindness.

3. It is not a contagious disease, either between animals or animals to humans.

Notify the Doctor if any of the Following Occur:

· Your pet shows signs of discomfort including pawing at the eye, squinting or having excessive discharge or tearing.

· Your pet’s eye(s) become red, “blood shot”, or cloudy.

· You note a sudden change in the appearance of the eyes.

· You note a change in vision.

· You cannot administer medications as prescribed.

· You begin to run out of medications and do not feel as though you have enough to continue treatment until the next examination.
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